MAKABAYAN CHALLENGE

Mahusay na Kabataan ng Bayan Policy Research Project

Democracy is not a “machine

that goes by itself” – it is first

and foremost, the only system

of government that allows

for self-rule...

Therefore: The quality of citizens determines the nature of the democracy

· CETS Pedagogy, Philippine Center for Civic Education and Democracy
I. Rationale

One of the aims of Social Studies education is to prepare the students for the roles they will inevitably play as citizens.  As part of its Mission, the Philippine Science High School offers an education that is humanistic in spirit, global in perspective, and patriotic in orientation. It is based on a curriculum that emphasizes science and mathematics and the development of well-rounded individuals. Its Mission also includes the preparation of its students for careers in science and technology to contribute to nation building by helping the country attain a critical mass of professionals and leaders in science and technology. Since the PSHS’s thrust is the development of future scientists who are key movers of the society, its curriculum therefore necessarily should encompass Civic Education.  According to the UNDP, Civic Education is learning for effective participation in democratic and development processes. 
The Social Science curriculum is entrusted with Civic Education in PSHS. Particularly, Social Science III is closely tied to its aims. Social Science III’s key objectives are: 1. develop social consciousness manifested in action and 2. development of scientific thinking in social science context. The MAKABAYAN Challenge is a new addition to the Social Science III curriculum, chosen to provide a flexible opportunity to tap the scientific talents of PSHS scholars while meeting the objectives of Civic Education. It is inspired by the idea of Authentic Learning and the necessity to address the needs of the gifted. 

II. Project Description

The MAKABAYAN Project is patterned after the Project Citizen, which is described as:

“Entire classes of students or members of youth or adult organizations work cooperatively to identify a public policy problem in their community. They then research the problem, evaluate alternative solutions, develop their own solution in the form of a public policy, and create a political action plan to enlist local or state authorities to adopt their proposed policy. Participants develop a portfolio of their work and present their project in a public hearing showcase before a panel of civic-minded community members.”
With some modifications to meet the specific needs of students of a Special Science curriculum, the MAKABAYAN Project aims to give the PSHS students an opportunity for social involvement and the application of the scientific framework in solving problems. Its framework is as follows:


The MAKABAYAN Challenge will be implemented as a quarterly project of the students of Social Science III, third year high school students of the Philippine Science High School for SY 2009-2010. At the end of the year, the best projects will be picked and will be defended to a panel of policy key-players of various communities. 

III. Objectives:

1. To formulate a course of action as a solution to their chosen problem
2. To develop social consciousness and civic dispositions through meaningful actions
IV. Steps of the MAKABAYAN Challenge

1. Clarify the problem.

a. What is the issue or conflict that must be addressed?

b. How long has the problem existed?

c. What are the consequences of not solving the problem?

d. What are the existing solutions to the problem, if any?

2. Create a list of possible solutions.

a. How might you resolve the problem?

3. Compare the pros and cons of each solution.

a. What are the strengths and weaknesses of each solution?

4. Compare your values and goals.

a. What is important to you in choosing a course of action, and why?

b. What is preventing these goals from being achieved?

5. Choose a course of action and evaluate the results.

a. List down the steps/procedures/process to this solution or action.

b. What would you decide and how could you judge the outcome?

c. What are your insights regarding your MAKABAYAN project? 
V. Evaluation 

Feasibility (35%)

· Defined and clear description of the problem and solution (What exactly? Is it possible? Practical?)

Presentation (30%)
· Clarity of format, writing and referencing (NA for 1st quarter)
· Depth of coverage of literature (NA for 1st quarter)
· Critical and creative understanding of the problem and solution

Creativity (35%)
· Resourcefulness

· Innovation in approach and solution to the problem
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from the classroom or from prior experience





APPLICATION


That will start in research or data gathering





ACTION


Group interaction to come up with practical solutions and decision about this solution





REFLECTION


Personal and group processing of experiences
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in disposition and ideals through the widening of experiences











PAGE  
1

